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Fernando Pessoa

The world as we know it does not exist. . .

The world as we know it does not exist — it exists only in our senses and
somewhat in our thought. It is through an debasing of thought that the world
exists. Animals must have a conception of the world as entirely different from
our own, as ours from that of the high being to whom Evolution brings us.

The world, as it is, has no existence at all.
E.g. the idea of Space makes Space; it is not Space that makes the idea; it is

not because there is Space that we have the idea of it, it is because we have the
idea of Space that Space exists.

s. d.

Textos Filosóficos . Vol. II. Fernando Pessoa. (Estabelecidos e prefaciados por António de Pina
Coelho.) Lisboa: Ática, 1968: 229.
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